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 Foundation For Allen Schools Grant Application 2021

Scholarship Fund Amount: $0

Let's get to know you!

Please provide your work-related Twitter
contact information.

Reed81owls

Please provide your work-related Facebook
contact information.

I have co-applicants: No

Best phone number to reach you at: +12144187649

Campus Reed Elementary School

Grade(s) Kindergarten;1;2;3;4;5;6

Additional Co-Applicants

Campus Reed Elementary School

Project Information

Are there any additional funds available for
this grant?

No

Will other grades be involved/impacted? Yes

Will other campuses be involved/impacted? No

Does your grant have a technology
component?

No

Please select the MAIN curriculum area your
grant addresses.

English Language Arts (Elementary) &
Dyslexia

How many students will be involved in this
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grant? 500

Name of Grant Non-Fiction Know-How

Project Information Continued

Provide a brief summary for use on the
Foundation's website and social media.

Non-Fiction Know-How is a grant to enhance
and update the non-fiction section of Reed

Elementary. It provides engaging, up-to-date
non-fiction books for students and staff that

are currently not available in our school library.
These resources will be updated and in line

with current standards.

How will the project or program be
implemented? Describe activities and tasks.

Who is the target population and in what ways
will they benefit?

Every grade (K-6) teaches a non-fiction unit.
Funding from this grant will allow me to

collaborate with teachers to enhance their
curriculum in those units. I will use the money
to purchase many non-fiction titles which will

help me teach non-fiction lessons in the library
to support classroom learning. Objectives
such as understanding text features and

building non-fiction comprehension strategies
will be included in the lessons. In addition to
using the books purchased from this grant

during library lessons, teachers will also use
these resources in their own lessons.

Additionally, students will have the opportunity
to check out these text resources for their
pleasure. All Reed students, Kindergarten

through 6th grade, will benefit from this project
and will have the opportunity to read, learn,

and create projects from the non-fiction
collection of texts.

What is
the

problem,
need or

opportunity
that this
grant will
address?
Describe

the impact
of this

The library at Reed Elementary has a vast need to supplement the non-fiction collection for students’ enjoyment
and learning. Due to COVID, I have taken books on a cart from room to room in lieu of students coming to the

library. On paper it seems like this would be a hardship, but in reality, it has been the most impactful year of my
career. The procedure change uncovered the opportunity to deeply understand reading choices of each child.
Students were interviewed to determine their genre of interests and books were pulled for each child. I have

become more familiar with the library compilation more than I ever thought possible. This in-depth awareness of
our book inventory makes me realize that our popular non-fiction genre is lacking and is insufficient to meet our

student and teacher demand. Our current collection of non-fiction books does not contain all of the subject areas
requested by learners. Students love non-fiction reading books and for some, it is the only genre that they feel

successful reading. According to the Ithaca Journal, “Nonfiction builds on a child’s interests and curiosity,
increases vocabulary and deepens background knowledge.” (IJ, 2016) This is especially important for our Reed
students as they do not always have the same opportunities for experiences outside of school that are essential
to building their background knowledge and vocabulary. Many also do not have access to books other than from
school. Due to the drastic decrease in Reed’s enrollment, the library budget has been cut. Therefore, we seek

additional funding from The Foundation for Allen Schools to aid in our need to enhance the amount of non-fiction
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project on
your

students.

books available to our students and staff. Ithaca Journal,
https://www.ithacajournal.com/story/news/local/2016/05/18/non-fiction-books-have-many-benefits-kids/84549712/

Which Allen ISD goals/TEKS does this project
support? Please provide 2 examples.

Every grade has non-fiction related TEKS in
their curriculum. There are several units
throughout the year that include studying

non-fiction texts. I have listed a few examples,
which are from the TEKS for 3rd and 4th

grade that relate to nonfiction. Third Grade:
3.6C make, correct, or confirm predictions

using text features, characteristics of genre,
and structures 3.7B. write a response to a

literary or informational text that demonstrates
an understanding of a text 3.9Dii recognize

characteristics and structures of informational
text, including: ii features such as sections,
tables, graphs, timelines, bullets, numbers,

and bold and italicized font to support
understanding 3.9D(i) recognize

characteristics and structures of informational
text, including: the central idea with supporting

evidence 4th Grade 4.6I monitor
comprehension and make adjustments such
as rereading using background knowledge,

asking questions, and annotating when
understanding breaks down 4.9D(iii) recognize
characteristics and structures of informational
text, including: organizational patterns such as

compare and contrast

Explain how this idea or project
enhances/supports Allen ISD curriculum or

existing systems.

The resources in this collection will support the
ELAR, Science and Social Studies curriculum.

Funding from this grant will provide our
campus library with up to date resources that
are current and relevant to the world today.
Access to quality, engaging non-fiction is
important because this genre is crucial for

gaining future ready skills. In addition,
availability of texts that are engaging and

relevant to our students will help reach the
district goal of empowerment. Updating the
current non-fiction text inventory will ensure

that every child is receiving the highest quality
education through this access to new

information.

What is the project timeline and the date of
implementation?

The books will be ordered and put into
circulation as soon as the funds are available.

Implementation will happen as soon as the
books arrive.
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What teaching methods will be used to
implement this project?

The new books will be used for the enjoyment
of reading. The nonfiction books may also be
used by teachers as mentor texts during the
Reading and Writing Workshops. Children
may also use the texts for learning how to

research topics.

What specific measurements will be used to
evaluate the effectiveness of the project?

The success of the grant will be measured by
the circulation of the new books. I will track
books being circulated and who is checking

them out, be it teachers or students.
Continued informal “check in” surveys will be

conducted to analyze if non-fiction topic needs
are being met through resources that are

checked out. Observations and
communication with classroom teachers will
be noted. Integrating the reading and writing

non-fiction units in the classroom will
strengthen our students' academic

achievement in reading, writing, and
communication skills. By balancing our library
inventory with fiction and new non-fiction texts,
we will be able to provide multiple choices to

enrich our teachers’ instruction and our
students' reading as well as writing

experiences when they check out books.

Project Budget

Total Grant Budget Requested: 1875.00

Almost done!

Project Budget Set Number 1

Question Answer

Item Type Instructional Supplies or Resources

Non-fiction Library Books - books wil come
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List item to be purchased under item category: from a variety of companies. Titles will depend
on current availability.

Unit Cost 25

Quantity 75

Total cost of items in this category: 1875.00


